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Every conversation is about sending & receiving information. One person sends, the other receives. (Hopefully, people take turns.)

No matter what the sender thinks she’s saying, the receiver hears through his past experiences or culture. That’s why people often disagree about what was said.

Societies can have conversations. The message from the sending society must be translated into the receiving society’s culture in order to be understood. And sometimes there are misunderstandings.

QuickWrite answers to these questions

1.
Based on the above information, how does an individual or society’s culture influence the ways in which information is understood?

2.
What might happen if an individual were asked to understand something for which he or she has no background knowledge or frame of reference? In other words, how might the information be misunderstood?

3.
What are some possible consequences of one society misunderstanding another?

