Note-taking Guide

Listen, just listen, to “Soldier, Soldier.” Close your eyes and listen to the words, the music, the phrasing, and the rhythm. 

What is the singer/speaker’s voice? What words or phrases did you hear that tell you about her personality, background, feelings, culture, and so on?

What words or phrases were repeated and for what effect?

The next time the song is played, read the printed lyrics of the song as you listen. What words or phrases seem new this time now that you are seeing them for the first time?

What words or phrases rhyme? Why might the author choose to do this? Is it effective? Why or why not?

What is happening in this song?

How can you relate this song to the idea of coming of age?

How can you relate this song to the idea of expectation versus reality?

